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could claim leadership. Mazzini's ideas about the specific mis-
sions of nations were rather vague, England's mission was " in-
dustry and colonies ", Russia's " the colonization of Asia "
Poland's " the Slav initiative ". The specific function of Ger-
many was " thought ", that of France " action ", and that of
Italy " thought in unison with action >J. Mazzini, furthermore,
had a preference for the formation of large nations which he
regarded as more perfect than smaller ones. He denied to the
Irish people the right to form a separate nation because it had in
his view no specific moral idea to represent, no historic mission.1-
It is obvious that this principle opens the road to the most arbitrary
decisions on the right to nationhood, and that it could be used for
justifying almost every denial of self-determination.

Mazzini thought that most small nations of Europe would
either be merged in, or federated with, other nations, and that
Europe would be composed of a small number of large feder-
ations. Italy and Germany, then divided in numerous small
States, were each to form a nation. The Slavs too appeared to
him as a lyiit though he later on assumed that there were four
main branches of the Slavonic family, the Poles, the Russians, the
Czechs, and the southern Slavs, which were destined to become
nations, and then to join a vast Slav confederation. Numerous
Slav peoples like the Ukrainians, Groats, Serbs, Slovenians,
Bulgarians, Slovaks, therefore, were to sacrifice their separate
nationality to a larger one. The Hungarians and the Roumanians
were expected to join the southern Slavs. The Baltic peoples
such as the Finns, Latvians, Esthonians, were not mentioned.
But the Lithuanians formed part of Poland. The three Scandi-
navian peoples would unite in a common Scandinavian nation*
Belgium had no future as a nation though Mazzini says nothing
of what should become of her. Probably she was to be divided
between Holland and France. Spaniards and Portuguese would
Become one nation. The Catalans and Basques were ignored.
The Greeks should unite with them all the Greek-speaking peoples
of the Ottoman Empire, conquer Constantinople, and then form
a federation with the southern Slavs. Switzerland would be the
nucleus of an Alpine federation, comprising also German Tyrol
and French Savoy. This Alpine federation was to form a barrier
against the adjoining Great Powers, which is hardly compatible
with the idea that these too would become free and peaceable
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and Revolution, 1940, pp. 46* 55* shows that the protagonists of Italian nationality
usually opposed the Irish claim for nationhood, mainly because of their anti-papal and
pro-English feelings- Cavour, too, called the Irish aspirations an illusion.